
Supplementary material Table S1: Research questions, PICO and Search strategy Ovid Medline. 

Research questions: 

1. What are the factors related to the risk conditions of child maltreatment (CM)? 

2. What instruments are reliable in identifying risk conditions in the family? 

 

 

Research question Population Exposure of interest Context/ Outcome 

Research question 1 Child (0–17y) CM risk or risk conditions 

specification or depiction 

Specification or depiction of the CM 

risk or risk conditions in the child’s 

family environment 

Research question 2 Child (0–17y) Identification of CM risk or its risk 

conditions with a specified method 

or instrument  

Identification of the CM risk or risk 

conditions 

 

1.  Child Abuse/ 

2.  Shaken Baby Syndrome/ 

3.  ((child$ or newborn$ or adolesc$ or teenage$ or infant$ or baby or babies or pediatr$ or paediatr$) adj5 (abus$ or 

maltreat$ or mistreat$ or neglect$ or assault$)).ti,ab,kf. 

4.  ((child$ or adolesc$ or teenage$ or infant$ or newborn$ or baby or babies or pediatr$ or paediatr$) adj5 ((corporal$ or 

physical$) adj3 punish$)).ti,ab,kf. 

5.  (Domestic Violence/ or Intimate Partner Violence/) and (child$ or newborn$ or adolesc$ or teenage$ or infant$ or baby or 

babies or pediatr$ or paediatr$).ti,ab,kf. 

6.  shaken baby syndrome.ti,ab,kf. 

7.  or/1-6 

8.  diagnosis/ or exp "diagnostic techniques and procedures"/ or investigative techniques/ 

9.  Risk Assessment/ 

10.  exp psychiatric status rating scales/ or psychometrics/ 

11.  "surveys and questionnaires"/ or self report/ 

12.  Checklist/ 

13.  diagnostic self evaluation/ or self-assessment/ or self disclosure/ 

14.  Actuarial Analysis/ 

15.  (effect$ or valid$ or accura$ or utility or sensitiv$ or specific$ or observe$ or observat$ or incidence or quality).ti,ab,kf. 

16.  "reproducibility of results"/ 

17.  exp "Sensitivity and Specificity"/ 

18.  observer variation/ 

19.  risk.ti,ab,kf. 

20.  (psychometric$ or scale or scales or subscale$ or diagnos$ or screen$ or measure$ or evaluat$ or report$ or disclos$ or 

checklist$ or inventor$ or index or indices or instrument$ or tool or tools or questionnaire$ or inteview$ or assess$ or 

disclos$ or test or tests or identif$ or apprais$ or actuarial analys$ or evaluat$).ti,ab,kf. 

21.  (effect$ or valid$ or accura$ or reliabil$ or feasibil$ or feasible or precision or impact or utility or sensitiv$ or specific$ or 

observe$ or observat$ or incidence or quality).ti,ab,kf. 

22.  or/8-21 

23.  7 and 22 

24.  "systematic review"/ 

25.  meta-analysis/ 

26.  ((systematic or umbrella or overview) adj3 review$).ti,kf. 

27.  (meta-analy$ or metaanaly$).ti,kf. 

28.  or/24-27 

29.  23 and 28 

30.  limit 29 to yr="2014-current" 

  



Figure S1. Flowchart of the systematic review and meta-analysis selection process. 
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Records identified through database search during 1st 

January 2014– 30th April 2021: 

Cinahl=530, Pubmed=956, PsycINFO=122, Medic=34, Ovid 

Medliner=703, JBI=24, CDSR=15, DARE=13, Prospero=101, 

Academic Search Ultimate= 1052, Scopus=2043  (total 

n=5593) 

Additional records identified 

through other sources (n=7) 

Records screened (n=5600) 

Reviews assessed for eligibility (n=322)  

Reviews included in analysis (n=42) 

Reviews excluded with reasons 

(n=270) 

• not review article  

• focus other than CM risks or 

their identification 

• focus on sexual violence, 

intervention studies, medical 

diagnostics, military context, 

parenting programs, safety 

instruments or  implicit measures  

• insufficient evidence 

 

 

Reviews excluded critical appraisal 

(n=10) 

 

Duplicates removed and records 

excluded by title and abstract 

(n=5278) 

Full-texts assessed for methodological 

quality (n=52) 

Reviews answering the first research 

question:  (n=32) 

Reviews answering the second research 

question:  (n=10) 


